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I. GENRE:  Song of Zion with Eschatological Vision  

A. Other songs of Zion include Pss 46; 48; 76; 84; 122; 132; 133. These 
are not merely patriotic tunes but celebrations of the truly unique 
role of Jerusalem as the center of God’s presence on earth.  

B. Ps 87 not only celebrates the uniqueness of Zion in history but 
anticipates it as the future home of believing Gentiles from around 
the world—a celebration like none other in the songs of Zion. 

II. SETTING & USAGE 

A. AUTHOR: A Korahite 

1. Korah was a great-grandson of Levi who led an infamous religious 
revolt in Moses’ day. Num. 16. His descendants were spared 
judgment & went on to serve faithfully in Temple. 1 Chr 9:19 

2. The Sons of Korah were most active in leading worship between 
David’s time (1010 BC) and the fall of Judah in the late 600’s BC.  

B. BACKGROUND  

1. The psalm could be written no earlier than 1003 BC when David 
established Zion as Israel’s religious center. 

2. The ps may date from the mid-700’s BC under the influence of 
Isaiah who refers to Egypt as “Rahab” (“proud one;” v. 4; cf. Isa 
30:7; 51:9-11). He also foresees many Gentiles flocking to 
Jerusalem to worship (Isa. 2:1–5; 19:23-25; 49:18, 23; 60:4–14). 

3. The lack of mention of Assyria (v. 4) is surprising but could fit with 
Isaiah’s awareness of Babylon’s eventually absorption of Assyria. 



C. PLACEMENT 

1. Ps 97 is part of Book III (Pss 73-89), several of which focus on Zion.  

a. Ps 74, the destruction of Zion (586 BC) 

b. Ps 76, God’s abiding presence in Zion 

c. Ps 78, Yahweh’s selection of Judah & Zion 

d. Ps 79, the destruction of Zion (586 BC) 

e. Ps 84, the beauty of pilgrimage to Zion 

2. Ps 86:9 foresees all nations worshipping Yahweh in His presence 
and Ps 87 supplies a vision of such in its ultimate form.  

III. NOTES 

A. Cryptic Lines: The opening (v. 1) and closing (v. 7) are very short and 
require some mental filling in of the blanks. This brevity of expression 
is intentional, inviting the reader to deeper meditation.  

B. Zion Theology: Ps 87 celebrates the unique role of Zion as the center 
of God’s presence in the earth during Israel’s monarchy.  

1. Moses foretold the selection of a new sacred center once Israel 
was in the land. Deut. 12:11. It would be 4 centuries before God 
revealed to David that Zion was to be His permanent abode. 

2. God chose other places for his tabernacle to dwell in times past 
(e.g. Gilgal Shiloh, Nob, Gibeon), but Zion was His supreme choice. 

3. The term “dwelling places” (v. 2) often refers to the Tabernacle. 

C. Rahab: The Monster of Egypt  

1. Verse 4 mentions “Rahab” along with a list of other nations 
around Israel (Babylon, Philistia, Tyre, and Cush/Ethiopia).  

a. The name “Rahab” means “proud one,” and is a name used 
for serpentine monsters (Job 26:12). 

b. In Hebrew, this word is spelled differently than the name of 
the woman from Jericho who aided Israel’s spies (Josh 2:1). 

2. Isaiah uses this word as a nickname for Egypt (Isa 30:7; 51:9-11). 

D. Amazing Inclusion: Ps 87 goes beyond any other OT prophecy about 
the place of Gentiles in the kingdom to come. Here Gentile believers 
are envisioned as welcomed into God’s city and made full citizens, as 
though they were born there. 

E. Mother Zion: Zion is depicted as a mother who has birthed children. 
Verse 5 speaks of all sorts of people being born out of Zion. Paul uses 
this imagery when he speaks of Christians being citizens of the 
heavenly Jerusalem. Gal. 4:26, “She is our mother.” 

F. Abrahamic Blessing: The theological basis for the inclusion of the 
Gentiles into the people of God (vv. 4-6) is the promise made to 
Abraham that through him all the peoples of the earth would be 
blessed (Gen. 12:3). 

G. Future Fulfillment: The vision of the nations joining with Israel is a 
promise with staged fulfillment. 

1. Proselytes in the OT who fully converted were welcome to 
participate in Zion worship. 

2. NT Christians are registered as citizens of the New Jerusalem. 

3. In the millennium, Gentiles and Jews will worship together in the 
presence of God’s Son. 

4. In the eternal state, Jews and Gentiles will live forever as one in 
the New Jerusalem in the New Heavens and the New Earth.  

H. Famous Hymn: The classic hymn, “Glorious Things of Thee are 
Spoken” by John Newton is loosely based on Ps 87.  

 


